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The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
Stated for:
Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

515, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
conference report to accompany H.R.
4475, and that I may include tabular
and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.
f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 4475,
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 612, I call up the con-
ference report on the bill (H.R. 4475)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Transportation and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2001, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 612, the con-
ference report is considered as having
been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
October 5, 2000, at page H8922.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF) and
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
SABO) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. WOLF).

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have the pleasure to
present today the conference report on
the Department of Transportation and
related agencies. In total, the bill pro-
vides $17.8 billion in discretionary
budget authority for critical oper-
ations of the Department of Transpor-
tation, an increase of $3.5 billion over
fiscal year 2000. Much of the increase
over last year’s level is attributed to
mandated increases in the Federal
Aviation Administration as a result of
the enactment of AIR21. In addition,
the increase over last year is a result
of additional operational requirements
of the U.S. Coast Guard.

Allow me to mention a couple of
highlights:

$4.5 billion for the Coast Guard, of
which $565 million is for drug interdic-
tion;

$12 billion for the Federal Aviation
Administration, a 25 percent increase
over last year, consistent with the re-
quirements of AIR21, of which $3.2 bil-
lion is for airport improvement pro-
grams;

$30 billion for the federal-aid high-
ways program, an increase of almost $2
billion over last year and consistent
with TEA21;

$720 million for the emergency relief
highway program to fund the backlog
of overdue bills to restore highways
damaged in previous natural disasters;

$6.3 billion for transit program spend-
ing, an increase of $486 million;

$279 million for the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, more
than double last year, to improve truck
safety on our Nation’s roads;

$404 million for the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration, an
increase of nearly 10 percent, again
safety;

$725 million for the Federal Railroad
Administration, of which $521 million
is for Amtrak;

$47 million for pipeline safety, which
is an increase of over 25 percent.

In addition, the conference agree-
ment contains several items that have
been of deep interest to a lot of Mem-
bers. The agreement before the body
contains the following resolutions on
rollover, hours-of-service, and .08.

First, on rollover, the agreement per-
mits the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration to move forward
with its rollover testing proposal while
the National Academy of Sciences
studies static versus dynamic testing.
Once the study is completed, the ad-
ministration must propose any appro-
priate revisions to their testing proce-
dures.

Second, the agreement permits the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration to collect and analyze public
comments and data on its proposed
hours-of-service rule-making during
fiscal year 2001. The administration
may also issue a supplemental notice
of proposed rule-making once this
analysis is complete. However, the
agreement prohibits the Federal Motor
Carrier Administration from taking
any final action on the proposed rule
during the year 2001. However, a lot of
Members in this body and on the com-
mittee will be watching to see the
Motor Carrier move ahead, because
over 5,000 people a year are killed with
regard to trucks every year and a num-
ber because of tired truck drivers.

Third, the agreement modifies the
Senate provision on .08 but still adopts
a national standard for drunk driving.
This new provision requires all States
to adopt a blood alcohol level of .08 by
fiscal year 2004. If States do not adopt
this standard, they will lose a portion
of their highway funds each year, 2 per-
cent in the year 2004, 4 percent in 2005,
6 percent in 2006, and 8 percent in 2007.
However, the highway funding would
be restored if a State moves to the
lower standard by the end of the year
2007. This is basically in honor and in
memory of the moms and dads who
have lost loved ones on the road be-
cause by doing this, we will save four
to 500 lives every year. It is my under-
standing that the Department of
Transportation and the White House

supports all three of these com-
promises.

Mr. Speaker, the conference agree-
ment also includes a provision relating
to the Central Artery project. This pro-
vision is the culmination of 6 years of
review and scrutiny by this committee
and the Department of Transpor-
tation’s Inspector General on the
project. The Central Artery/Tunnel
project in Boston, first estimated to
cost $2.5 billion in fiscal year 1985, is
now estimated to top $13.1 billion. This
provision contained in the conference
agreement codifies a recent agreement
with Massachusetts officials and the
Federal Highway Administration which
limits Federal financial participation
in the project to $8.5 billion, and sets
forward other terms and conditions, in-
cluding the requirement that the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts undertake
a balanced statewide construction pro-
gram of $400 million a year.

Mr. Speaker, this provision is not
meant to impugn the administration
of, or the recent actions by, the Massa-
chusetts Turnpike Authority. In fact,
over the last recent months, the new
administration has been forthcoming
with details of the cost overruns and
the cost to complete the project, some-
thing that previous MTA officials with-
held from Federal officials. This provi-
sion is not to prejudice the current ad-
ministration of the MTA but rather to
ensure that the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration and the Secretary of
Transportation fulfill their fiduciary
responsibilities to the American tax-
payer.

This conference agreement is a good
bill, it is balanced, and it is a bill
which will clearly, whether it be on the
rollover, whether it be on the .08,
whether it be on the trucks and the
others and the Coast Guard will save
lives. Seldom do we get an opportunity
to vote for something that we clearly
know will save so many lives. It de-
serves, hopefully, the body’s support. It
is my understanding the administra-
tion has no serious objections to the
bill and will sign it.

Before I close, I would like to thank
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
SABO), the ranking member, and the
other members of the subcommittee
for the bipartisan spirit which they
have shown in helping us to reach an
agreement on these issues. This has
never been a partisan bill, and I am
pleased that this tradition continues.
The gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
SABO) and the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. OBEY) have been most gra-
cious and willing to reach compromises
needed to move this bill forward to the
President.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
YOUNG), our full committee chairman
who has done such an outstanding job,
has always ensured that this sub-
committee’s allocation is ample to ac-
commodate the needs of this sub-
committee. With that spirit, I think we
have a good bill.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to also
take a moment to express my deepest

VerDate 02-OCT-2000 01:36 Oct 07, 2000 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K06OC7.009 pfrm02 PsN: H06PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-14T12:55:11-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




